Simmons introduces new

flood insurance proposal

WASHINGTON — With {ederal
flood insurance for homebuyers
and renfers expired as of Jan. 1,
Congressman Rob Simmons, R-
2nd District, sponsored a bill Mon-
day that requires the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
to apply the program retroaclively
and through Dec. 31.

FEMA's National Flood Tnsur-
ance Program supplies 90 to 95 per-
cent ofall flood insurance provided
in the United Stales. '

“As we have struggled wilh a
sagging economy, one of the en-
couraging signs has been a buoy-
ant housing market,” Siminons
said. “This is in large part because
buyers, leasers and sellers of prop-
erty could count on a continued
. commitment by their government
to be a line of defense against dam-
ages from flooding. This is no tote
pressing need for this safeguard
than in kdstern Conhecticul,
where our poastline and many
rivers male floodinig a persistent
"hreat.”

The National Flood Insurance .
Program was created by act of Con-
gress in 1968 and has been reau-
thorized each year since.

Simimons added: “Last year,
imore than 30,000 Connecticut res-
idents had emergency flood insur-
ance policies [rom NIIE Thou-
sands more will be affected this
year: We have already been hitwith
three limes as much precipltn{mn
{his year in Connecticut than last
year. This problem will only get
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